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Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the 
Patent and Trademark Office is hereby directed to the documents listed on the attached form 
PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested that the documents be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, and that the documents be made of record therein and appear 
among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after the 
U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, but before the 
mailing date of the Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance. 

For the Examiner's information, the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 were 
cited in closely related Application No(s).: 10/924,256; 10/945,989; 11/048,882; 11/056,283; and 
11/056,277. 
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ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
2038-324 


U.S. PATENT 
APPLICATION NO. 
10/824,419 


APPLICANT 

Takaaki SHIMADA et al. 


FILING DATE 
April 15, 2004 


GROUP 
3761 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING 
DATE 




3196874 


7/1965 


Hrubecky 










3710797 


1/1973 


Marsan 










3724464 


4/1973 


Enloe 










3744494 


7/1973 


Marsan 










3860004 


1/1975 


Nystrand 










4067336 


1/1978 


Johnson 










4636207 


1/1987 


Buell 










4675012 


6/1987 


Rooyakkers 










4772280 


9/1988 


Rooyakkers 










5021051 


6/1991 


Hiuke 










5601544 


2/1997 


Glaug et al. 










5746730 


5/1998 


Suzuki et al. 










6102892 


8/2000 


Putzer et al. 










6120486 


9/2000 


Toyoda et al. 










6142985 


11/2000 


Feist 










6152908 


11/2000 


Widlund et al. 










6165160 


12/2000 


Suzuki et al. 










6238380 


5/2001 


Sasaki 










6440117 


8/2002 


Itoh et al. 










6613955 


9/2003 


Lindsay et al. 










6666851 


12/2003 


Otsubo et al. 










20020068919 


6/2002 


Shinohara et al. 










20030163108 


8/2003 


Tears et al. 
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EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


Abstract 


Translation 


Equivalent 

















OTHER ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 
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20050004545 


1/2005 


Shimada et al. 










20050004548 


1/2005 


Otsubo et al. 










20050131375 


6/2005 


Sasaki et al. 










20050143711 


6/2005 


Otsubo et al. 










20050148989 


7/2005 


Otsubo et al. 










20050288648 


12/2005 


Otsubo et al. 
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1177782 


2/2002 


EP 










5021845 


3/1975 


JP 










11188062 


7/1999 


JP 










2003220091 


8/2003 


JP 










2003230594 


8/2003 


JP 
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